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Wisdom Panel, a leader in pet genetics, has 
launched a pioneering DNA test to unveil the 
genetic roots of behavioral traits in dogs. This 
new "behavior insights" feature makes Wisdom 
Panel the only DNA service capable of linking 
breed-specific tendencies to behaviors like 
friendliness, anxiety, and sociability. Drawing on 
a database of over 4.5 million pets and 
extensive vet records, the test offers insights 
into 15 unique behavioral traits, helping owners 
make informed training and care decisions.

“This tool lets pet parents understand the 'why' 
behind their dog's quirks," says Oliver Forman, 
Wisdom Panel's genetic research director, 
"empowering them to create routines for a 
happier, healthier dog.”

 GLOBAL NEWS

At the 2025 ACVIM Forum, promising interim results from a clinical study evaluating 
Cancer Immunotherapy in combination with chemotherapy for treating canine 
osteosarcoma was published by ELIAS Healthcare. The novel approach uses a 
personalized cancer vaccine and activated T cells to stimulate an immune response 
following chemotherapy.

Key points in the study:
  14 dogs received one dose of carboplatin followed by Cancer Immunotherapy 21 
days later.
  This group had a 1-year survival rate of 71%, compared to 21% in 14 matched control 
dogs  treated with standard chemotherapy alone (4 doses of carboplatin).
  The combined treatment was well-tolerated.

Researchers noted that combining cytotoxic chemotherapy with immunotherapy 
improved outcomes and could shift the standard of care. The final results of the study 
are expected in late 2026.
Cancer Immunotherapy was USDA-approved in March 2025 and is currently the only 
USDA-approved therapy for canine osteosarcoma.

NEW DATA FOR NOVEL BONE CANCER THERAPY 
DEMONSTRATES IMPROVED OUTCOMES WISDOM PANEL 

UNVEILS DNA TEST TO 
DECODE CANINE BEHAVIOR2

FERMENTED SEAWEED TO ENTER 
NORTH AMERICAN PET FOOD 
MARKET

Scoular, a U.S.-based agribusiness company, and Seadling, 
a seaweed biotech firm from Borneo, are set to introduce 
fermented dried seaweed powder to North American pet 
food manufacturers. This ingredient, touted as “nature's 
superfood,” offers various health benefits for pets, including 
improved skin, coat, gut, and dental health, along with 
support for brain function and cardiovascular health.
Produced through sustainable seaweed farming, the 
powder aligns with growing consumer demand for both pet 
health and environmentally-friendly ingredients. With pet 
owners increasingly seeking functional food options, this 
new offering is expected to appeal to the market's health 
and sustainability-conscious buyers.1
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A study presented at the 2025 ACVIM Forum showed that feeding medium chain 
triglycerides (MCTs) to cats with chronic kidney disease (CKD) improved their 
energy status and reduced pro-inflammatory lipids, potentially helping to slow 
disease progression.

Key points in the study:

  16 cats with naturally occurring CKD (mostly IRIS stages 1 & 2) were enrolled in a 
crossover study.

  Cats were fed either a standard renal diet or the same diet supplemented with 8% 
MCTs for 8 weeks.

  Cats on the MCT diet had increased levels of β-
hydroxybutyrate (BHB), a ketone indicating improved 
energy availability.

72% of lipid metabolites across 13 classes were 
significantly reduced, indicating lowered inflammation.

The study supports the use of MCTs (and fish oil) in renal 
diets for managing CKD and enhancing vitality in senior 
cats.

STUDY SHOWS BENEFIT OF FEEDING MCFAS TO CATS 
WITH RENAL DISEASE
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IDEXX Laboratories shared earlier this month the 
launch of IDEXX Cancer Dx, a diagnostic panel with 
early detection of lymphoma in canine patients. The 
new panel is an accessible blood test that can be 
added to the panels of sick pets and can be 
integrated into annual wellness screenings. IDEXX 
Cancer panel aims at providing professionals with 
low cost and actionable results within 2 to 3 days.

Cancer is currently the leading cause of death in 
canine patients with 1 in 4 dogs expected to be 
diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime, with 
lymphoma being one of the most common cancers in 
dogs. If detected early, treatments for canine lymphoma can help expand the lifespan of 
dogs, and improve their quality of life.

The testing panel with canine lymphoma will be available in the United States and Canada 
in late March 2025.

AFFORDABLE EARLY DETECTION TEST 
FOR CANINE LYMPHOMA TO HIT THE MARKET
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A new feline heart drug, Felycin-CA1 (sirolimus delayed-release tablets), was launched on June 2025, 
for the management of subclinical hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM) in cats. The drug received 
conditional FDA approval in March 2025 and is expected to be available by late July 2025.

Key Highlights:
· Felycin-CA1 is the first mTOR inhibitor for feline HCM.
· Sirolimus works by reducing left ventricular hypertrophy—the thickening of heart muscle—which is a 
hallmark of HCM.
· The condition is common in certain breeds (e.g., Maine Coon, Ragdoll) and may remain asymptomatic 
for years, yet can progress to heart failure or death.

Study and Usage:
· Dosed once weekly, Felycin-CA1 is available in 0.4, 1.2, and 2.4 mg tablets—suitable for cats of all sizes.
· Ongoing trials, such as the HALT Study (210 cats enrolled), aim to confirm its long-term efficacy and 
safety and may support full FDA approval.
· Experts tagged the therapy as a paradigm shift in feline cardiology, moving beyond palliative care to 
disease-modifying treatment.
Veterinary leaders at the ACVIM Forum emphasized the drug's potential to change outcomes & 
expectations in feline heart care.

NOVEL CARDIOLOGY THERAPY FOR CATS IS 
LAUNCHED
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IDEXX Laboratories has launched the Catalyst Cortisol Test, a new in-clinic diagnostic tool for 
measuring cortisol levels in dogs. This test helps diagnose and monitor Addison disease and 
Cushing syndrome, two endocrine disorders that affect cortisol production.
 
Key Features:
· Available in the US and Canada by late July 2025, with global rollout expected in Q3 2025.
· Integrates with IDEXX VetLab Station and VetConnect Plus.
· Runs as a standalone or alongside other chemistry tests using a single sample.
· Provides built-in results interpretation to support faster clinical decisions.

Clinical Relevance:
· Addison disease (hypoadrenocorticism) involves low cortisol levels and presents with vague 
symptoms like vomiting, diarrhoea, and lethargy—making diagnosis challenging.
· Cushing syndrome (hyperadrenocorticism) is caused by excess cortisol and leads to signs like 
increased thirst, urination, hunger, panting, hair loss, and pot-bellied appearance. It requires 
lifelong management.

NEW IN-CLINIC CORTISOL TEST IS LAUNCHED

LIBRELA ROW ERUPTS AGAIN AMID PUBLIC CALLS FOR BAN
A renewed controversy over Librela, a widely used treatment for canine osteoarthritis, erupted 
at the Veterinary Osteoarthritis Congress (VOACON) following a new study suggesting 
significantly higher rates of musculoskeletal adverse events (MSAERs) in dogs treated with the 
drug.
Key Points:
·A new analysis of European Medicines Agency data found that Librela was linked to 9x more 
MSAERs (like ligament injuries, fractures, and polyarthritis) than five comparator drugs.
·The number of MSAERs from Librela in under 4 years was 3x higher than all comparator drugs 
combined over 20 years.
Counter study:
·Another study presented at VOACON reported fewer adverse events with Librela 
(bedinvetmab) than with meloxicam, suggesting a favorable safety profile.
In Context:
·Public concern is growing, with a UK petition calling for a ban on Librela and past warnings 
issued in the U.S.
·The Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) stated it would act if necessary but 
acknowledged its reporting portal was currently down.
Zoetis maintains confidence in Librela's safety and efficacy, while the profession continues to 
debate the risk-benefit balance amid increasing public scrutiny.
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Vivaldis at ICVD, Pune
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Vivaldis was a proud Diamond sponsor at the Fourth edition of the Indian Congress for Veterinary 
Dermatology.
One of the most crucial branches of veterinary sciences is dermatology and the ICVD is one of the biggest 
dermatology conferences in India.
The conference was held at Pune this year and over 500 veterinarians from across the country were in 
attendance.
Below are a few glimpses of the event.
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