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Largest-ever canine genomics
research reveals human-canine
oncology connection’

DVM360, January 28" 2022
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published the results from the world's
largest study into cherry eye in dogs,
which identified 17 breeds at increased
risk of developing the condition, including
the Neapolitan mastiff, English bulldog,
Lhasa apso and Great Dane, among others.
Named after the pink mass that appears
from the inner corner of the dog's eye,
cherry eye is a condition clinically known
as a prolapsed nictitating membrane gland. Brachycephalic breeds are up to
seven times more likely than dogs with normal skull length to suffer the
painful condition known as cherry eye. The breeds with the highest risk
included the Neapolitan mastiff, which were found to be 34.3 times more
likely to develop the condition compared to a cross-breed. Not far behind
was the English bulldog, Lhasa apso, American cocker spaniel, puggle, Great
Dane and St Bernard. Researchers also found the average age at first
diagnosis of cherry eye was 0.6 years and that 16 breeds showed reduced
risk of cherry eye compared to cross-bred dogs. Breeds with the lowest risk
included German shepherd dogs, West Highland white terriers, English
springer spaniels and Labrador retrievers. Overall, purebred dogs were
found to be 1.4 times more likely to develop cherry eye compared with
cross-bred dogs.
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